100          INVISIBLE HELPERS

round the children, and to set artificial elemental^
to guard them as far as might be.

A difficulty here is that nature-spirits will not
work under such horrible conditions, and though
they can be forced to do so by certain magical
ceremonies, this plan is not adopted by those who
work under the Great White Lodge. We accept
only willing co-operation, and we cannot expect
entities at the level of development of such nature-
spirits as would be used in a case of this kind to
have already acquired such a spirit of self-sacrifice
as would cause them voluntarily to work amidst
surroundings so terrible to them. Mere thought-
forms can be made and left to work under any
conditions, but the intelligent living co-operation of
a nature-spirit to ensoul such thought-forms can be
had only when the nature-spirit is reasonably at
ease in his work.

Later on, however, we made better progress with
this case. Determined efforts were made upon the
physical plane as well as upon the astral, and I am
happy to say that they were eventually crowned
with at least temporary success. The two elder
children have been sent to a children's Home, and
though the mother still retains the youngest with
her, she has been persuaded to put herself under the
care of some religious friends, and is at present a